2017 Bear Sightings and Incidents

Compiled by Bear Smart Durango. April 2018. Data for 2017 provided by Colorado Parks and Wildlife,
Bear Smart Durango, City Code Enforcement and the La Plata County Sheriﬀ’s Department.

This summary was compiled from reports made by La Plata County residents in 2017 to Colorado
Parks and Wildlife, Bear Smart Durango, City Code Enforcement and the La Plata County Sheriﬀ’s
Department.
Note that data collected is limited to what was reported by residents to the four entities and by how data
was recorded. Some data was incomplete: a report location listed simply as Florida Road or a rough block
address listed, i.e. 2400 block of Delwood Avenue, for example. Data was limited to La Plata County,
including the City of Durango, and to communications, (phone, email, texts), made directly to these
entities.

2017 BEAR SIGHTING & INCIDENT REPORTS
In 2017, there were 1,486 bear sighting and incidents reported by residents. 977, or 66% of the reports, were
trash-related: bears accessing trash cans, breaking into sheds for trash, etc. The remaining 509 reports were of
bear sightings, bears in yards or trees, causing property damage, killing chickens, etc.

REPORTS BY MONTH
August accounted for 35% of the reports. July was next with 23%, followed by September with 19% and June
with 11%. For reports that were trash-related, August had the most reports with 351, or 36%, followed by
September with 218 and July with 212.

REPORTS OF BEARS IN HOMES, STRUCTURES, ETC
There were 117 reports of bears being in or breaking into homes, structures and vehicles. Home break-ins
accounted for 32% of the 117 reports while vehicle break-ins accounted for 30% of reports. 19% of reports
were of bears breaking into garages. Other reports included bears being in sheds and enclosures, campers,
barns, trailers, hotels and restaurants. Of the reports of bears breaking into homes, entering via windows and
open windows accounted for 66% of reports. 31% were of bears entering homes via doors, including screen
doors, open doors and pet doors.
There were 37 reports of bears attempting to break into homes, structures and vehicles. Of those, 81% were of
bears attempting to break into homes.
There were 56 reports of bears investigating homes, decks, porches, patios or other. 48% were of bears
investigating decks, porches, patios while 43% were of bears investigating homes. Bears investigating
campers, barns, livestock and tents made up the remaining.
There were 14 reports of bears being aggressive or being aggressive to residents or pets. Three reports
indicated law enforcement concerns for public safety.

REPORTS OF BEAR DAMAGE
There were 120 reports of bears causing property damage to homes, garages, fences, vehicles and other. 22%,
were of bears damaging homes, including windows, window and door screens, etc., and 20% were of damage
to fences and fence gates. There were 12 reports of damage to garages, sheds and enclosures, and 11 reports
of vehicle damage. Other reports included damage to fruit trees, campers and camper trailers, chicken coops,
beehives and other.

REPORTS OF LIVESTOCK LOSS
Chickens being killed by bears accounted for 86% of the 42 reports of livestock mortality. Other fowl, sheep
and pigs accounted for six of the 42 reports.

ATTRACTANTS IN REPORTS
Human food attractants (trash, bird feeders, pet foods, etc) appeared 1,160 times in the reports. Some reports
contained none and others contained multiple attractants. In 84% of the reports, trash was involved as an
attractant.
Of the 183 non-trash attractant reports, bird feeders were the leading attractant with 14%. Chickens and
chicken-related attractants and fruit trees followed at 10% each. Livestock feed accounted for 6% of reports,
followed by natural fruit-bearing trees, (hawthorn, juniper and chokecherry), at 5%.
Other attractants were bbq grills, beehives, outdoor freezers, pet food, fruit, recycling, compost, kitchen food,
camp coolers and restaurant grease. Other reports were comprised of 22 other human food attractants.

BEARS IN TRASH IN REPORTS
977 of the 1,486 reports were trash-related. 96% of the 977 reports were of bears accessing trash: from
residential trash cans, commercial containers and dumpsters, sheds and garages, and bear-resistant trash
containers and dumpsters. 30 reports were of bears getting into the same trash containers daily, nightly or
frequently.
There were 15 reports of bears accessing trash at schools, 13 reports of bears accessing trash in city parks or at
city facilities, and one report of bears accessing trash at county facilities. There were two reports of bears
being stuck in commercial dumpsters.

HUMAN-CAUSED BEAR MORTALITY
These figures are separate from the data provided above and are courtesy: Colorado Parks and Wildlife.
36 bears were killed in conflict with humans in 2017 in La Plata County, according to Colorado Parks and
Wildlife. 69% of the bears (25) were killed within the city of Durango and 22% were killed in the Bayfield area.
22% were killed by landowners and 78% were killed by wildlife oﬃcials. 39% were killed in August, 25% in July
and 19% in September.
39% were killed for being in homes and 17% were killed for killing chickens. Other reasons include attempted
home break-ins, being in garages and vehicles, killing livestock, property damage and public safety concerns.
The main attractants involved were chickens, trash and livestock feed - and others included bird feeders,
livestock, campsites, pet food and food in homes.

ENFORCEMENT OF BEAR AND TRASH ORDINANCES
CITY CODE ENFORCEMENT
City Code Enforcement received 689 bear-related reports from residents in 2017. Of those reports, 96% were
actionable (660 of 689): i.e. bears accessing trash, recycling or restaurant grease, and feeding of wildlife.
•
•
•
•
•

35% of actionable reports (230 of 660) resulted in violations
50 of the 230 violations were issued after the Emergency Ordinance was passed
6.5% of actionable reports (43 of 660) resulted in fines being issued
(17) $50 fines were issued as were (26) $100 fines
No action was taken on 65% of actionable reports (430) to City Code

LA PLATA COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
The La Plata County Sheriﬀ’s Department (LPCSD) received 94 bear-related reports from residents in 2017.
31 of the reports were of bears accessing trash. Description of bear activity was n/a for 17 reports. Violations
were n/a. No citations were issued.
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Special thanks to Ecosphere Environmental for donating GIS mapping services.
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